[A clinical study on five cases of respiratory infections caused by Neisseria meningitidis].
Five cases of the respiratory infections, in which Neisseria meningitidis was isolated upon the examination of the transtracheal aspiration (TTA), were reported. Patients studied were four males at the ages of 18, 56, 66 and 78 years, and a 18-year old female. Five cases were bronchopneumonia (two cases), acute bronchitis (two cases) and diffuse panbronchiolitis (DPB) (one case). Underlying diseases were as follows: lung cancer or acute myocardial infarction in cases of bronchopneumonia, and interstitial pneumonia or pulmonary tuberculosis in cases of acute bronchitis. There was a case in which only N. meningitidis was cultured from specimens obtained by TTA, although another different organism, in addition to N. meningitidis, was recovered from the patient of other cases. Other organisms found together with N. miningitidis were H. influenzae (2 cases), S. dysgalactiae (1 case) and M. tuberculosis (1 case). Predisposing factors were common cold in the female patient and bronchoscopic examination in the cases of lung cancer and of interstitial pneumonia. Two of the five cases occurred consecutively in the same room and so they were considered as nosocomial infections. With these findings, it can be posturated that N. meningitidis might be one of the etiological agents of the respiratory infections.